
Kayda No. 8 | Dhage Nadha Tirkit Dhin – Master Tabla Rhythm in Teen Taal 

Kayda No. 8 – Dhage Nadha Tirkit Dhin is a powerful and engaging tabla composition 
designed for students and performers who want to develop rhythm, clarity, speed, and 
control in Teen Taal. This kayda provides an excellent opportunity to practice traditional 
tabla bols while improving hand coordination and maintaining a strong sense of taal. The 
combination of Dhage, Nadha, Tirkit, and Dhin creates a beautiful rhythmic pattern that 
can be practiced slowly and gradually developed into a fluent performance. 

Understanding Teen Taal 

Teen Taal is one of the most popular and important taals in Hindustani classical music. It 
contains 16 matras (beats) arranged into four equal divisions of four beats each. The basic 
theka is commonly represented as: 

Dha Dhin Dhin Dha | Dha Dhin Dhin Dha | Dha Tin Tin Ta | Ta Dhin Dhin Dha 

For tabla students, Teen Taal is an essential foundation because it provides a clear 
rhythmic framework for learning kaydas, relas, tukdas, tihais, and other compositions. 
Practicing Kayda No. 8 within this taal helps the player understand how a composition 
moves through the complete 16-beat cycle. 

The Beauty of Dhage Nadha Tirkit Dhin 

The phrase Dhage Nadha Tirkit Dhin contains different types of tabla strokes and creates 
an interesting rhythmic movement. Dhage gives the phrase a strong and resonant 
character, while Nadha adds a smooth transition. The Tirkit phrase introduces a flowing 
and energetic movement, and Dhin provides a strong rhythmic point. 

When these bols are played with correct technique, they produce a balanced combination 
of power and softness. This makes the kayda useful not only for technical practice but also 
for developing musical expression. 

How to Practice Kayda No. 8 

The most important principle when learning this kayda is clarity before speed. Beginners 
should first learn every bol individually and make sure that each stroke sounds clean. Avoid 
trying to play the composition quickly in the beginning. 

Start by reciting: 

Dhage Nadha Tirkit Dhin 



Repeat the phrase several times while maintaining an even pulse. After becoming 
comfortable with the bols, practice the complete composition according to the 16-matra 
structure of Teen Taal. 

Begin at a slow tempo. Focus on keeping every matra in its correct place. The goal is not 
simply to play the bols but to understand their relationship with the taal. 

Developing Speed and Control 

Once the kayda can be played accurately at a slow speed, gradually increase the tempo. 
Speed should always come from relaxed and controlled hand movement rather than 
unnecessary force. 

The Tirkit section deserves special attention because it requires good finger coordination 
and evenness. Practice Tirkit separately if necessary. Start slowly, then increase the speed 
step by step while keeping every stroke audible and balanced. 

  


