
Sacred Echoes: Bhaskar Tabla & Pakhawaj Part-2 

Introduction 

In the world of Indian classical percussion, two instruments stand as 
sacred keepers of rhythm—the tabla and the pakhawaj. Their voices carry 
centuries of tradition, echoing the divine and the human in equal 
measure. “Sacred Echoes: Bhaskar Tabla & Pakhawaj Part-2” is not just a 
continuation of rhythm; it is a conversation between past and present, 
between the meditative depth of the pakhawaj and the intricate brilliance 
of the tabla. 

This performance series pays homage to India’s ancient rhythmic roots 
while celebrating their evolution into contemporary music. It reminds us 
that rhythm is not merely sound—it is vibration, energy, and spirit. 

 

Historical Context 

The pakhawaj, often called the grandfather of the tabla, has been the 
rhythmic foundation of dhrupad singing, temple rituals, and dance 
traditions for centuries. Its deep, resonant tones were once considered 
the voice of the divine. The tabla, on the other hand, emerged later—
around the 18th century—offering greater versatility and finesse. 
Together, these instruments embody India’s journey of rhythm: from the 
meditative to the virtuosic, from the temple to the concert stage. 

A lesser-known fact: many scholars believe that the tabla was created by 
splitting a pakhawaj in two. This symbolic separation gave birth to a more 
nuanced instrument capable of intricate bols (syllables) and rapid-fire 
improvisations. Thus, when tabla and pakhawaj meet on stage, it feels 
like ancestors and descendants embracing in sound. 

 

Technical Brilliance 



The pakhawaj is a barrel-shaped drum, played horizontally with both 
palms and fingers. It produces majestic bass tones and sharp treble 
strikes. Its rhythmic cycles (or taals) are longer, making them ideal for 
meditative and expansive compositions. 

The tabla, by contrast, is a pair of hand drums—the dayan (treble drum, 
made of wood) and the bayan (bass drum, often metal or clay). Its playing 
style allows dazzling speed, precision, and improvisation. The tabla 
thrives in shorter taals such as teentaal (16 beats) and jhaptal (10 beats), 
while the pakhawaj resonates beautifully in chautaal (12 beats) and 
dhamar taal (14 beats). 

When combined, the two create a dialogue of depth and detail: the 
pakhawaj providing the timeless drone of earth, the tabla weaving 
patterns of lightning across its surface. 

 

The Power of Taal 

At the heart of both instruments is the concept of taal, the rhythmic cycle. 

• Pakhawaj thrives in cycles like chautaal (12 beats), creating 
meditative and majestic rhythms. 

• Tabla dazzles in teentaal (16 beats), offering infinite variations and 
improvisations. 

In Bhaskar’s performance, listeners are guided through these cycles, 
hearing how each stroke (or bol) carries meaning. The alternation of “dha 
dhin na” and “ta ka dhin ta” is not random—it is poetry in percussive 
form. 

      [Click here to listen to a sample taal demonstration] (You can embed 
an audio clip of teentaal here). 

 



Sacred Echoes in Performance 

“Sacred Echoes: Bhaskar Tabla & Pakhawaj Part-2” highlights not just the 
technical mastery of the performers but their ability to invoke rasa—the 
emotional essence of music. The pakhawaj sets the spiritual foundation, 
its booming bass reminding us of ancient temple walls. The tabla 
responds with sparkling improvisations, symbolizing human creativity 
and expression. 

This interplay creates a sacred balance, much like a conversation 
between silence and sound, tradition and modernity, meditation and 
celebration. 

 

Popular Songs & Collaborations Featuring Tabla 

While the pakhawaj remains mostly rooted in classical traditions, the 
tabla has ventured far into modern genres. Recent tracks like: 

• “Mitti Di Khushboo” (Ayushmann Khurrana, 2014) – features tabla in 
a soft romantic setting. 

• “Ghoomar” (Padmaavat, 2018) – uses tabla and pakhawaj-inspired 
rhythms in a cinematic context. 

• “Breathing Underwater” (Anoushka Shankar, 2016) – tabla meets 
electronic and world music. 

These examples show how the tabla adapts gracefully, keeping rhythm 
relevant for new audiences. 

 

Cultural Impact 

The tabla and pakhawaj are more than instruments; they are symbols of 
India’s cultural identity. Today, tabla schools flourish not only in India but 



across Europe, North America, and Japan. According to the Indian 
Council for Cultural Relations, there has been a steady rise in global 
demand for tabla teachers over the last decade. 

As legendary maestro Zakir Hussain once said: 
“The tabla is not just an instrument; it is a language of the soul.” 

This is precisely what “Sacred Echoes” embodies—a soulful 
conversation carried through rhythm. 

 

Interactive Corner 

  Quick Quiz: 
Which instrument is considered the ancestor of the tabla? 

1. Mridangam 

2. Pakhawaj 

3. Dholak 

(Answer: 2. Pakhawaj) 

       Poll: 
Which performance moves you more— 

• Tabla solo improvisations     

• Pakhawaj’s deep meditative cycles        

             Learn More: 
Beginner’s Guide to Tabla Basics 
Introduction to Pakhawaj Playing 

 

Conclusion 

https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=tabla+basics
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=pakhawaj+lesson


“Sacred Echoes: Bhaskar Tabla & Pakhawaj Part-2” is more than a 
concert—it is a spiritual journey. The tabla and pakhawaj, though born in 
different eras, come together to remind us that rhythm is eternal. Their 
dialogue transcends time, culture, and language, echoing through 
temples, stages, and hearts alike. 

As we listen, we are reminded: rhythm is not just heard—it is felt. And in 
that sacred resonance, we discover not only music but also ourselves. 

    Call-to-Action: 
Explore the rhythms of tabla and pakhawaj today. Try clapping along to a 
taal, listen to a solo performance, or even pick up a pair of drums. The 
echoes of ancient rhythm are waiting for you. 

 

  


