® The Art of Voice: Visharad - Level 2 Complete

“Music is the divine way to tell beautiful, poetic things to the heart.” -
Pablo Casals

The completion of Vocal Visharad Level 2 marks not just a milestone, but
a transformational journey in the life of a classical vocal student. It's the
moment where devotion meets discipline, where the voice becomes not
just a medium of expression, but an instrument of spiritual and artistic
connection. This final year of Visharad is a celebration of years of swar
sadhana, deep riyaz, and growing into a true vocalist with mastery and
musical maturity.

44 What is Visharad Level 2?

In the context of Indian classical music education, "Visharad" is
equivalent to a graduate-level certification. It consists of two stages:

« Visharad Level 1 (First Year): Foundation in ragas, voice culture, and
theoretical understanding.

« Visharad Level 2 (Final Year): Advanced raga development,
performance skills, and musical interpretation.

Completing Visharad Level 2 means the student is now equipped to
perform solo concerts, teach music, and even prepare for professional
certifications or academic pathways in music.

%y The Journey So Far: More Than Just Practice
By the time a student reaches this final level, they’ve mastered:
« Over 30+ ragas, both morning and evening ragas.

« Complextaals such as Teentaal, Ektaal, Jhaptaal, and Tilwada.



« Voice modulation techniques, including meend (glide), gamak
(vibrato), murki (grace notes), and taan (fast melodic runs).

« Bandishes in various styles — Khayal, Tarana, Dhrupad, and Bhajan.

But perhaps more importantly, they’ve learned how to listen — not just to
pitch, but to silence, phrasing, and emotional nuance.

Skills Sharpened in Visharad 2
1. Performance Readiness:

o Students prepare full-length recitals with alaap, bada and
chhota khayal, taans, and improvisations.

o Emphasis on stage presence, audience engagement, and
command over the concert format.

2. Improvisation Mastery:

o Developing one's own taans and bol-bants, understanding
how to elaborate a raga with individuality.

3. Theory Integration:

o Deep study of raganga (raga families), gharana styles, and
historical evolution of Hindustani classical music.

4. Voice Culture and Strength:

o Dailyriyaz to extend vocal range, clarity in higher octaves (taar
saptak), and control in lower registers (mandra saptak).

® Expressions Beyond the Classroom



Completing Visharad Level 2 is not just about mastering curriculum. It’s
about becoming a musical storyteller. Each raga becomes a canvas
where the voice paints emotion — joy in Raag Yaman, devotion in Raag
Bhairav, longing in Raag Des, and romance in Raag Bihag.

Many students at this stage start to:
« Compose their own bandishes.

« Experiment with fusion, collaborating with tabla players, guitarists,
or even electronic artists.

o Perform on platforms like social media, YouTube, local concerts,
and competitions.

@ The Cultural Significance

Indian classical music, especially the Hindustani vocal tradition, is more
than an artform — it’s a living philosophy. Visharad students are
inheriting a tradition that traces back to Tansen, Bade Ghulam Ali Khan,
and Kishori Amonkar.

Today, students who complete Visharad Level 2 are not only upholding
this lineage but also modernizing it, bringing it into podcasts, films, indie
albums, and cross-cultural performances.

4’ Quotes from Students & Teachers

“Visharad 2 was the year where | finally found my voice. Not just in pitch,
but in purpose.” - Ananya S., Student

“At this level, students stop imitating and start innovating. That’s the real
joy of teaching them.” - Guru Vidya Rao



&3 Quick Quiz: How Much Do You Know?

Test your knowledge of Hindustani classical music (answers below):
1. Which raga is traditionally performed at midnight?
2. What is the time cycle of Teentaal?
3. Name one famous gharana of Hindustani vocal music.

(Answers: 1. Raag Darbari Kanada, 2. 16 beats, 3. Kirana / Gwalior / Jaipur)

sl Poll: What Do You Plan After Visharad 2?
« ® Pursue Masters in Music

2 Perform professionally

%4 Learn fusion or semi-classical

[ Start teaching vocal music

« 4. Useitas personal spiritual practice

(Vote in the comment section!)

@ Final Thoughts: Where Does the Voice Go Next?

Finishing Visharad Level 2 is not the end — it’s the launchpad. Whether
students become performers, teachers, or lifelong learners, they now
carry a profound gift: the ability to move hearts with sound.

As one ancient Sanskrit verse says:

“Naad Brahma” - The universe itself begins with sound.



Let this final year be not just the closing of a syllabus, but the opening of a
lifelong journey with voice, soul, and silence.

Call to Action:
Have you completed Visharad 2? Share your experience in the comments
or tag us in your performance using #VocalVisharad on Instagram or
YouTube!



